Our Vision

Vision for the
Landscape

The South West Peak is a life-support system because it:
collects our water, takes in our carbon, defines our
communities, retains our heritage, provides an escape,
promotes health & wellbeing, inspires generations and supports
livelihoods.
Our partnership supports a South West Peak that is:
a healthier and better functioning landscape for people and
wildlife, a nationally and internationally recognised place where
everyone can make a true connection with their environment
and a living landscape where opportunities exist for present
and future generations.

Mission Statement
By working together in the South West Peak, we will shape
a better future for our communities, landscape, wildlife and
heritage where trust and understanding thrive.

Sheep in the snow © PDNPA
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Vision for the Landscape

Vision for the Landscape

Partnership Outcomes
The key outcomes which this partnership wishes
to see are divided into four categories: outcomes
for relationships, land management, people, and
landscape character:
Relationships
R1.	Improved understanding and relationship
between different communities (farmers,
conservationists, residents, visitors,
partners)
Land Management
LM1.	Habitats are more diverse and more
resilient
LM2.	Populations of key species are supported
and more resilient
LM3.	A move towards economically and
environmentally sustainable land
management or ‘high nature value
farming’
LM4.	The landscape is managed for multiple
benefits

The distinctive
mosaic of natural
heritage is maintained
and enhanced

People value
the landscape and
understand
the benefits
it provides

Landscape Character
LC1.	Historic and built elements of the
landscape are recorded, understood,
valued and restored
LC2.	The distinctive mosaic of natural heritage
is maintained and enhanced
Our eleven partnership outcomes fit well with the
nine HLF outcomes and sit within the ecosystem
approach of understanding how landscape works,
valuing landscape’s services and involving people.
As shown in the diagram below.

Populations of key
species are supported
and more resilient

Habitats are
more diverse
and more resilient

People have
a stronger
sense of place,
they are engaging
with the landscape,
have better
experiences and have
gained respect and
understanding

People
P1.	People have a stronger sense of place,
they are engaging with the landscape,
have better experiences, and have gained
respect and understanding
P2.	People have gained skills and knowledge
about the landscape
P3.	People value the landscape and
understand the benefits it provides
P4.	People who are currently disconnected
from the landscape are supported to
build a relationship

Historic and built
elements of the
landscape are recorded,
understood, valued
and restored

Heritage will
be in better
condition

Heritage will
be better
managed

Heritage will
be identified
recorded

Heritage
Understanding
How landscape
works

People will
have volunteered
time

People will
have learnt
about
heritage

Valuing
landscape’s
services

Environmental
impacts will
be reduced

Communities
Involving
people

The SWP will be
a better place
to live, work, visit

People will
have developed
skills

Improved understanding
and relationship between
different communities
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The landscape is
managed for
multiple benefits

More and a
wider range
of people
will have
engaged
with
People who are
heritage
currently disconnected
from the landscape
are supported to build
a relationship

People
The
landscape
will
is
have
managed
learntfor
about
multiple
heritage
benefits

People have
gained skills and
knowledge about
the landscape

A move towards
economically and
environmentally
sustainable
land management
or ‘high nature
value farming’

Statement of Intent
The South West Peak is a landscape at a
crossroads. This is where north meets south,
and the uplands and lowlands sit side by side.
The resulting climate is a key influencer of
the distinctive character of the landscape we
experience today including its land use and
field pattern, industry, settlement pattern and
local vernacular, recreational opportunities,
geodiversity and biodiversity. This is a
landscape characterised by dramatic rocky
outcrops overlooking an intimate mosaic of
moorland, grassland, wetland and woodland,
divided by dry stone walls or hedgerows.
At a crossroads a traveller often needs to
take stock and make decisions: where am
I heading, how will I get there, which is the
best direction to take? The decisions we make
today are important determinants of the
future shape, condition and direction of this
natural, cultural and economic landscape.
The Landscape Partnership focuses on
understanding, strengthening and enhancing the
connections between the natural environment,
the historic settlement patterns and land-based
industries, the present day use and enjoyment
of the landscape, and the future resilience to
change of this special part of the Peak District.
In particular the Landscape
Partnership will help people to:

•E
 xplore and deliver innovative ways
of supporting local businesses which
depend upon and benefit the natural
and cultural environment.
•F
 ollow an approach that protects and
manages the distinctive dispersed
settlement, field patterns and other
intrinsic characteristics which combine to
contribute to a distinctive sense of place.
•A
 ddress the decline of key priority
species such as farmland waders.
•G
 et involved in telling and sharing stories
about the area – its past, present and
future; and supporting residents to
become custodians of their landscape.
•E
 ngage on a deeper, more meaningful
level in and around the South West Peak
to help strengthen local connection
and involvement with heritage assets
and historic culture of the area.
•P
 romote opportunities for cooperation and
volunteering within the community to develop
approaches and action so that the benefits of
partnership working can be sustained long term.
Our Landscape Partnership Scheme will deliver
18 integrated projects across the landscape to
address some of the issues in the area. Strong
coordinated communication and engagement
is required to build relationships and work with
dispersed and disparate communities. Our
range of partners, well recognised in the area,
bring a range of individual skills and strengths,
which when harnessed and working effectively
together will achieve even more in partnership.

•U
 nderstand and implement an ecosystem
approach to caring for the landscape.
•U
 nderstand the historic and cultural
value of the local landscape and how
it has been shaped over time.
•C
 onserve, manage and enhance the built and
natural features that characterise the area.
•D
 eliver a sustainable land management
approach capable of supporting current land
uses whilst protecting the existing network of
habitats and enhancing landscape character.
•T
 ake action to protect the local environment,
increase biodiversity and enhance, restore and
create a network of diverse habitats which will
help to ensure future resilience to change.
•B
 uild skills in areas like traditional building and
land management; access and interpretation;
wildlife surveying, monitoring and habitat
restoration; and community planning.
•E
 ngage in learning, training and gaining skills
to understand, interpret and care for their
local landscape, traditions and heritage.
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Legacy

Legacy

The Partnership hopes to deliver a number
of legacies from this Scheme; there will be
legacies for the place, for the people and
communities and for the partners. The legacies
will build on the measures of success in our
Monitoring and Evaluation framework.

Our eleven partnership outcomes for
relationships, land management, people
and landscape character hold true for the
delivery phase and beyond. Central to the
success of the Partnership and the Scheme
will be building better relationships. Only if
we improve relationships between farmers
and conservationists, between residents and
visitors and between the landscape users
and the landscape managers can we deliver
successful projects and achieve a legacy.

Legacy

How it might be sustained

Relationships
Improved understanding and relationship
between different communities

• 	Mutual understanding will increase
collaborative working.
•	Continuation of Farm Link
Worker role if successful.

Land Management
Habitats are more diverse and more resilient

Populations of key species are supported
and more resilient

•	Better understanding of species requirements
will inform long term management
schemes and targeting of funding.
•	Management at a landscape scale will
support sustainable metapopulations.

A move towards economically and
environmentally sustainable land management
or ‘high nature value farming’

•	Management plans guide ongoing care
and maintenance for locations where
capital improvements have taken place.
•	Groups of farmers working more
collaboratively to manage land and
deliver ecosystem services.

The landscape is managed for multiple benefits

•	Payment for Ecosystem Services
schemes explored and trialled.

People
People have a stronger sense of place,
they are engaging with the landscape,
have better experiences, and have
gained respect and understanding

Buxworth School walk © PDNPA

•	Landowners enter into ten year
management agreements.
•	Slowing the Flow measures continue
to improve water quality and
reduce downstream flooding.

•	New community groups nurtured
through the Scheme continue to
deliver local priority projects.
•	Families will be empowered to explore
and enjoy nature on their own.
•	The South West Peak will finally
have its own identity.
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Legacy

People cont...
People have gained skills and
knowledge about the landscape

•	Ongoing volunteering opportunities and site
maintenance tasks enabling newly skilled
volunteers to continue to participate.
•	Partners provide ongoing support
to trained volunteers.
•	Schools maintain links with PDNPA
Learning & Discovery team for ongoing
field studies and projects.

People value the landscape and
understand the benefits it provides

•	Visitors to sites willing to donate to
their upkeep, funds raised put back into
ongoing management and maintenance.

People who are currently disconnected from the
landscape are supported to build a relationship

•	New easy access routes will be maintained by
landowners, rangers, rights of way officers.
•	New Mosaic champions join Peak District
Mosaic and continue to support new
audiences to visit and enjoy the landscape.

Landscape Character
Historic and built elements of the landscape are
recorded, understood, valued and restored

The distinctive mosaic of natural heritage
is maintained and enhanced

The Partners
The partnership will be strong and
continue beyond the HLF funding

•	Records are shared with national and county
recording schemes and made available on the
partnership’s ‘Virtual Visitor Centre’ website.
•	Heritage adoption scheme continues to be run
either by lead partner or as separate trust.
•	Landowners enter into ten year
management agreements.
•	Evidence gathered will feed into development
of agricultural support systems.

Sources of
Information

•	The benefits of effective partnership working
will be monitored and evaluated to provide
evidence for the effectiveness of the approach.
•	Achievements of the partnership will be
promoted and provide opportunities for
further funding.
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