
Engaging Communities Project:
Community Consultation and Engagement 

http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/


Objectives

• To gain understanding of the impact of the South West Peak Landscape Partnership Scheme (SWPLPS) 
Engaging Communities Project to enable measurement and evaluation for reporting purposes.

• To obtain feedback from community groups involved in the Engaging Communities Project

• To understand community groups experience of the community grants scheme process and 
involvement in the SWPLPS

• To gain insight into the impact and legacy outcomes of community groups projects.
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Methodology

• To maximise the opportunity for success (participation and response) 2 x surveys/questionnaires were 
compiled and hosted on google forms:

1. South West Peak Landscape Partnership Engaging Communities Project. Community Grants Scheme Grant Recipients Experience 
and Involvement Survey 2021 (google.com)

2. South West Peak Landscape Partnership Engaging Communities Project - Impact and Legacy Outcomes Survey for Grant Recipients 
(google.com)

• The link to the survey was sent via email to 67 people representing 58 organisations

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO_K2XTBt4XXNNdOR82MNGpvH8My3Qwgt9MggUu99UXolI4w/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNoMIc3ShHvJs_QGyo1XTELTLR792Q9bMfJYzJUfqSIxkV2g/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
http://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/


Survey 1 - Questions 

1. How did you learn about the opportunity to apply for a community grant from the South West Peak Landscape Partnership (SWPLP)?

2. What motivated you to apply for a grant award?

3. In applying for the grant how easy did you find the process? 

4. How valuable was the support from the grants team at SWPLP/Support Staffordshire in helping to put together your application?

5. How important was the SWPLP grant in enabling your project to go ahead? 

6. Is/was the funded activity part of a larger project for your organisation? 

7. If the funded activity was part of a larger project, please describe the larger project

8. To what extent has the process of applying for the grant (for example, in making the case, assessing benefits, producing estimates) helped to 
build the confidence and capacity of your organisation in potentially applying for other sources of funding?

9. If you could, would you apply again?

10. In reporting about your project and submitting your grant claims(s) how easy did you find the process? 

11. If you found the process of reporting and claiming difficult, please tell us what the difficulties and/or problems you encountered were.

12. If you found the process of reporting and claiming your grant award was difficult, can you suggest something or several things that would 
have made it easier for you?

13. In general, how important do you feel that a community grants scheme is for landscape development and conservation in the South West 
Peak area?

14. Please tell us (in as many or as few words as you like) what you know and think about the South West Peak Landscape Partnership Scheme

15. Please tell us (in as many or as few words as you like) what you think and know about the Engaging Communities Project

16. If you would you like to elaborate on any of your previous responses, please write the details here. 

17. If there is anything else you would like us to know about or consider please write the details here.
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Survey 2 - Questions 
1. Did your project involve setting up a new community group? 

2. Was it a new project that your group were undertaking or part of an existing project? 

3. Did the project attract new members or volunteers to get involved with your group/activity? 

4. If your project attracted new members and/or volunteers were these members/volunteers local residents?

5. If your project attracted new members/volunteers have they continued to be involved in your group? 

6. Have you, your group members/volunteers learned new skills or gained knowledge? (please check all that apply)

7. If you, your group members/volunteers learned new skills or gained knowledge please tell us what they were

8. To what extent has your project enhanced the sustainability of you group?

9. To what extent has your group's involvement in the SWPLP (South West Peak Landscape Partnership) enhanced the sustainability of your 
group? 

10. To what extent has your project improved understanding and relationships with other groups and/or communities? 

11. Has your project resulted in any or all of the following (please check all that apply)?

12. To what extent do you feel that your project is supporting the SWPLP Scheme objective of conserving, protecting, and/ or enhancing 
natural, built or cultural heritage?

13. To what extent do you feel that your project is supporting the SWPLP Scheme objective of helping people learn about their natural, built or 
cultural heritage?

14. To what extent do you feel that your project is supporting the SWPLP Scheme objective of helping communities celebrate the natural, built 
or cultural heritage?

15. To what extent do you feel that your project is supporting the SWPLP Scheme objective of  increasing people’s awareness and enjoyment of 
the South West Peak area for residents and/ or those working in or visiting the area?

16. Please tell us what about your project makes you feel most proud e.g. what would you say to someone else about it?

17. Please tell us what your group plans to do next in the South West Peak area?

18. Please add anything else below that you would like us to know about which is connected to your project and/or the SWPLP Scheme 
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Survey 1 - The Response  
• 25 responses received

• 37% of people responded

• 43% of organisations responded
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Survey 2 - The Response  
• 23 responses received

• 34% of people responded

• 40% of organisations responded
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Survey 1 - Response Highlights 

• 100% of respondents said the grant award was important in enabling their ‘project’ to go ahead

• 92% of respondents said they felt the Community Grants Scheme was essential/important for landscape 
development and conservation in the South West Peak area

• Over 80% of respondents said the application process has helped to build their confidence/capacity to apply for 
other sources of funding

• 74% said they found the help from the grants team was very valuable/valuable

Comments:

• The Engaging Communities Project: “..seeks to engage people in the South West Peak area, involving them in 
practical activities which build connections between communities and the landscape.”

• “I have become aware of this particular strand of the SWPLP's work partly by virtue of being a member of the 
Community Grants Panel and partly through direct contact, awareness and involvement with some projects. I know 
that some wonderful opportunities, studies and experiences have occurred, friendships established, which are 
unlikely to have been possible without the support and encouragement of SWPLP….”

• “…….We are aware the project funding is via the National Lottery Heritage Fund. The SWPLPs website provides 
comprehensive information about it's plans and projects.”

• “Extremely impressed with all aspects of the SWPLPS that we've encountered and engaged with. The various 
activities and projects are invaluable and innovative, but most impressive has been all of the staff and volunteers, 
each of them knowledgable, dedicated and friendly!”
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Survey 2 - Response Highlights 
• 95.6% of respondents feel that their project supports the SWPLP Scheme objective of conserving, protecting, and/ 

or enhancing natural, built or cultural heritage

• 92% of respondents said they felt the Community Grants Scheme was essential/important for landscape 
development and conservation in the South West Peak area

• 91% of respondents feel that their project supports the SWPLP Scheme objective of helping people learn about 
their natural, built or cultural heritage AND the objective of helping communities celebrate the natural, built or 
cultural heritage

• 87% of respondents said they felt that their project supports the SWPLP Scheme objective of  increasing people’s 
awareness and enjoyment of the South West Peak area for residents and/ or those working in or visiting the area?

Comments:

• “Our project into the South Peaks has given the young carers experiences they would never have normally been 
given at a time they needed it the most. We are proud of the fact we gave them a positive experience they will 
remember into adult life and hopefully find the inspiration to explore the countryside as adults. Our favorite quote 
from a young person was "I haven't felt this happy for ages".”

• “I believe the project was primarily of relevance/interest to a specific community within South West Peak. I have 
been told by many people who live within that community, or those who used to live in it, now scattered around 
the UK and elsewhere in the World, that the outcome provided much joy, pleasure, and happy memories of times 
past. It is a record for posterity, much of which would almost certainly have been lost without engaging in the 
project.”

• “We have loved this scheme :)”

• “Grants are vital when volunteers are giving so much of their time, not just for their own benefit but, for the future 
of communities beyond their own lifetime.”
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Appendix – Survey 1 Responses in detail
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Appendix – Survey 2 Responses in detail
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You/your group/the local community having a better understanding of the (South West Peak) area

People having a stronger sense of place/where they live

Local residents having a greater sense of ownership of the (South West Peak) area

You/your group/the local community engaging more/better with the landscape

You/your group/the local community gaining respect and understanding of the landscape of the (South West Peak) area

Helping people to value the environment and understand the benefits it provides

Ensuring that historic and/or built elements of the landscape are recorded, understood, valued, restored
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